Jump to appended: Weekly Devotional #1
                      *PRAYER REQUESTS*    *(indicates new) 
Please remember all people on our Prayer List with prayers, thoughts, cards: 

MEMBERS & FRIENDS OF THE VALLEYS:  

*Sue Miller, (Home, Donna D.’s sister); Bonita Heddings & family; Jessica Bryson Family; Ken Bechtel; Gary Fetterhoff; Marissa Faust & Holly Landvater; Ann Cooper; Gail Shertzer; Mary Cooke; Gary Miller; Barbara Lauver; Sandy Zimmerman; Kayla Gonder;  Carol Cooper; Hope Byerly; Jane Baker; Dean Etzweiler; Esther Masser; Carole Fetterhoff, Sue Maichle; Kelly Richter; Deanna McNair; Glen Hale; Dee Rebuck; Kelly Shutt; Carly Quinn; Deb Castellani; Judy Miller; Dorothy Rand; Ben, Sarah, Baby Sophia Heinbaugh; Ben Baker;  Liam Neiswender; Inez Boyer; Terry Etzweiler; Carl Baker; Neva Smith; Rick Welker; Rob; Naomi Patrick; Alan Bostdorf; Nancy/Tim Wilbert; Seth D; Jacob Castellani; Jennifer Herb;  June Miller; Stan/Loretta Brown; Cammie/Raymond Enders; Karen Kahler; Jean Enders; Hilda Baker; Karen Saul; Destiny Snyder; Gerald  Schoffstall; Glenda Lissner; Guy Kerstetter; Katy Campbell; Larry Snyder; Carolyn Rickmer; Joslyn Thomas; Kevin; Baby Alaina; Jim Zeigler; Janelle Miller; Roxanne Fasick; Deb Polak; Ellen Snyder;  Ben Rissinger; James Eisenhard; Janet Flowers; Phil Guertin; Dana Welcomer; Brinley Ehrenfeuchter; Ruth Boyer; Kelly Malave;  Henry Hassinger; Jennifer Rocky Family; Phyllis McCleaf, (Gary Fetterhoff’s sister); Marvin Graybill; Roy Miller
OUR SHUT INS: Myra Hoffman; Lila Baddorf; Vickie Shoffler; Lori Graff; Hannah Klinger; June Gelnett; Greg Gelnett; Janet Noblit; Lamar Ressler
MISSIONS: Covenant Missionaries:  Covenant Missionaries and all Missionaries serving all around the world.
Please inform The Valleys if you or a member of your family is in the hospital, the hospitals do not inform us unless you tell them to contact us.  Please call the church office (717-896-3118). Please put prayer requests (also name of person requesting prayer) on the back of “Welcome Card” which is in the pew rack and place it in the offering plate, also please give a contact name who we can contact for updates or call the church office. In order to keep prayer list accurate, we will keep people on prayer list for 60 days unless we receive a phone call or email update to keep them on the list from person who put person on prayer list.
[image: image1.emf]


    SUNDAY JANUARY 2, 2022
                        Epiphany Sunday 
                      The Valleys Evangelical Covenant Church
          3682 Peters Mountain Rd.  P O Box H Halifax, PA 17032
                             Pastor David Guertin

                  Office (717-896-3118),  Cell (1-715-497-4310)

                               Email - daveguertin64@gmail.com 

       Church Office Hours: Mon. thru Thurs. - 10AM to 3PM 

                                  Church Office (717-896-3118)           

          Web Site - ValleysEcc.Org   Email - valleysecc@verizon.net
View online services at Link:

https://www.facebook.com/The-Valleys-Evangelical-Covenant-Church-113739983341029/     or on YouTube Link https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCWCNvvB8qUyJVry4rUWQFGQ 

If you are not on Facebook, go to the above link and you should be able to see any of the services (after the live stream is finished).  You can also listen to the sermon on Valleys website.
The Valleys Evangelical Covenant Church

Rev. David Guertin, Pastor
Organist, Peggy Berra
Video Technician, Seth Guertin
December 5, 2021 - Worship, 10:15AM
Second Sunday of Advent
          Hymns are in the (RED) HYMNAL for Worship & Celebration 

unless otherwise noted
    Prelude    
Announcements                                                     Bob Endy
Call to Worship: (Responsively)                              Bob Endy          
L:   We gather as a community of faith in God’s subversive world.

P:  We gather to celebrate that no darkness can extinguish light,
L: to remember that love will always be more powerful than death,
P:  and to trust that peace will always be stronger than violence.
L:  We gather,
P:  As people of faith in the light of God’s world.
L:  Welcome to worship!

Invocation     

                                                           Bob Endy 
Lord of yesterday, today and tomorrow, we gather here this first Sunday of the New Year, in a mixture of hope, anticipation, fear, excitement, and expectation. We do not know what the year holds for us. There are things we are afraid of: worries about health and family, job security and finances. There is much to look forward to – weddings or anniversaries or baptisms, holidays to enjoy, friends to laugh with. Lord God, the coming year is full of uncertainty and hope. Whatever the year holds for us, though, we trust You, and we place every day of this year in your care knowing that, as in the past, You are with us, caring for us with constant love. And so Lord, we place ourselves into your keeping and dedicate our lives to your service through Jesus Christ, your Son, our Savior. Amen. 
              Scripture Readings *indicates sermon text
Old Test.:  Isaiah 60:1-6                   (See Insert)   Donna Novinger           
Psalm: Psalm 72:1-7, 10-14   (Responsively)  (See Insert)   Pastor 

New Testament: Ephesians 3:1-12   (See Insert)   Ed Berra                            
Music -                      “We Three Kings”                 Pg. 166 
*Gospel:  Matthew 2:1-12                   (See Insert)   Pastor
Sermon  -            “Journeying Towards Christ”                
Prayers with the Lord’s Prayer (sins/sinned)
Our Father, who art in heaven, Hallowed be thy Name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who have sinned against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.
Preparation for Holy Communion                       
Profession of Faith: - The Apostles Creed (In Unison)  


   I believe in God the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth; and in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord;  who 
was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was   crucified,  
 dead, and buried; he descended into Hades;  the third day he rose again from the dead; he ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty, from thence he  shall come to judge the quick and the dead.


 I believe in the Holy Spirit; the holy Christian Church; the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting.  Amen.                    
HOLY COMMUNION                                         

   Music -            “As With Gladness Men of Old”         Pg. 163
      Benediction



Post-Service Music 
WORSHIP SERVICE: We welcome you today January 2nd the Epiphany Sunday! Masks are no longer required but strongly encouraged. Social distancing is not required but please do so if you feel more comfortable. Hand sanitizer and masks are still available if you are at all concerned about safety. We also encourage you to use your best judgment if you are at all sick to remain home until you are better. Thank you to everyone who understood the measures we took to keep everyone as safe and healthy as possible during the worst of the pandemic. It wasn’t easy, but with your understanding and love towards the most vulnerable among us, we made it through, so far. Please put your offering in the basket. Weekly envelopes/monetary donations may be dropped off at the church during office hours or mailed. Weekly Devotionals/bulletins are mailed to our shut-ins and to those not comfortable attending services. Bulletins and devotionals can also be found on the church website.
                                2022 CHURCH CALENDAR
Jan.    2 - 10:15AM - In-Person Worship Service or Online

          Epiphany Sunday - Holy Communion (Have bread & grape juice to participate for online worship) 
Jan. 3 & 4 - NO ELDERS OR DEACONS MEETINGS
Jan.  11 - 5:30-6:30  - “Free Community Meal Take Out - All meals must be reserved by Thursday January 6th 
Jan.    9 - 9:00AM - Sunday School
                10:15AM - In-Person Worship Service or Online

               Baptism of the Lord
ELDERS AND DEACONS MEETINGS for January 3rd and 4th, 2022 respectively have been cancelled.

2022 WEEKLY ENVELOPES are on the table in the narthex

FREE TAKEOUT COMMUNITY MEAL on Tuesday January 11, 2022, pick up meals between 5:30-6:30PM. Menu: Lasagna, garlic bread, salad, fruit salad (Choice of French or Ranch or Italian dressing), dessert (Choice of Choc cake w/PB or Choc cake w/white or Yellow cake w/white or Yellow cake w/choc). Meals must be reserved by Thurs. Jan. 6th. Please see signup sheet in narthex for food donations and helpers.
                        SCRIPTURE READINGS

1st Reading - O. Test.: Isaiah 60:1-6 (NLT)
60 “Arise, Jerusalem! Let your light shine for all to see. For the glory of the Lord rises to shine on you. 2 Darkness as black as night covers all the nations of the earth, but the glory of the

Lord rises and appears over you. 3 All nations will come to your light; mighty kings will come to see your radiance. 4 “Look and see, for everyone is coming home! Your sons are coming from distant lands; your little daughters will be carried home. 5 Your eyes will shine, and your heart will thrill with joy, for merchants from around the world will come to you. They will bring you the wealth of many lands. 6 Vast caravans of camels will converge on you, the camels of Midian and Ephah. The people of Sheba will bring gold and frankincense and will come worshiping the Lord.
2nd Reading -Psalm: Psalm 72:1-7, 10-14 (NLT)
1 Give your love of justice to the king, O God,
    and righteousness to the king’s son.
2 Help him judge your people in the right way;
    let the poor always be treated fairly.
3 May the mountains yield prosperity for all, 
and may the hills be fruitful.
4 Help him to defend the poor, to rescue the children of the needy,
    and to crush their oppressors.
5 May they fear you as long as the sun shines,
    as long as the moon remains in the sky. Yes, forever!
6 May the king’s rule be refreshing like spring rain on freshly cut grass, like the showers that water the earth.
7 May all the godly flourish during his reign.
    May there be abundant prosperity until the moon is no more.
10 The western kings of Tarshish and other distant lands
    will bring him tribute.
The eastern kings of Sheba and Seba will bring him gifts.
11 All kings will bow before him, and all nations will serve him.
12 He will rescue the poor when they cry to him;
    he will help the oppressed, who have no one to defend them.
13 He feels pity for the weak and the needy, and he will rescue them.
14 He will redeem them from oppression and violence,
    for their lives are precious to him.
3rd Reading -N. Testament Reading: Ephesians 3:1-12 (NLT)
3 When I think of all this, I, Paul, a prisoner of Christ Jesus for the benefit of you Gentiles . . . 2 assuming, by the way, that you know God gave me the special responsibility of extending his grace to you Gentiles. 3 As I briefly wrote earlier, God himself revealed his mysterious plan to me. 4 As you read what I have written, you will understand my insight into this plan regarding Christ. 5 God did not reveal it to previous generations, but now by his Spirit he has revealed it to his holy apostles and prophets. 6 And this is God’s plan: Both Gentiles and Jews who believe the Good News share equally in the riches inherited by God’s children. Both are part of the same body, and both enjoy the promise of blessings because they belong to Christ Jesus. 7 By God’s grace and mighty power, I have been given the privilege of serving him by spreading this Good News. 8 Though I am the least deserving of all God’s people, he graciously gave me the privilege of telling the Gentiles about the endless treasures available to them in Christ. 9 I was chosen to explain to everyone this mysterious plan that God, the Creator of all things, had kept secret from the beginning. 10 God’s purpose in all this was to use the church to display his wisdom in its rich variety to all the unseen rulers and authorities in the heavenly places. 11 This was his eternal plan, which he carried out through Christ Jesus our Lord. 12 Because of Christ and our faith in him, we can now come boldly and confidently into God’s presence.

 *Sermon Text - Gospel Reading: Matthew 2:1-12 (NLT)
2 Jesus was born in Bethlehem in Judea, during the reign of King Herod. About that time some wise men from eastern lands arrived in Jerusalem, asking, 2 “Where is the newborn king of the Jews? We saw his star as it rose, and we have come to worship him.” 3 King Herod was deeply disturbed when he heard this, as was everyone in Jerusalem. 4 He called a meeting of the leading priests and teachers of religious law and asked, “Where is the Messiah supposed to be born?” 5 “In Bethlehem in Judea,” they said, “for this is what the prophet wrote: 6 ‘And you, O Bethlehem in the land of Judah, are not least among the ruling cities of Judah, for a ruler will come from you who will be the shepherd for my people Israel.’ ” 7 Then Herod called for a private meeting with the wise men, and he learned from them the time when the star first appeared. 8 Then he told them, “Go to Bethlehem and search 
*Sermon Text - Gospel: Matthew 2:1-12 (NLT) (Continued)
carefully for the child. And when you find him, come back and tell me so that I can go and worship him, too!” 9 After this interview the wise men went their way. And the star they had seen in the east guided them to Bethlehem. It went ahead of them and stopped over the place where the child was. 10 When they saw the star, they were filled with joy! 11 They entered the house and saw the child with his mother, Mary, and they bowed down and worshiped him. Then they opened their treasure chests and gave him gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh. 12 When it was time to leave, they returned to their own country by another route, for God had warned them in a dream not to return to Herod.
          ______________________________________________________________________________________________________
ANNUAL REPORTS are due from the following committees! (Pastor, Council President, Worship Committee, Elders, Mission Committee, Youth Group, Fellowship Group, Choir.)  Please give the reports to the church secretary by Sun. January 2, 2022​ for sufficient time to prepare reports for the Annual Congregational meeting on Sun. January 16, 2022.
2022 NOMINATIONS NEEDED: Nominations for Council (Deacons and Elders), National and Conference Delegates are needed. Please prayerfully consider accepting a nomination for one of these positions if you are asked. If you wish to be nominated, please see Sue Faust or Neva Cichy.

ANNUAL CONGREGATIONAL MEETING will be held on Sunday January 16, 2022 immediately following the 10:15AM In-Person Worship Service.

COUNCIL REORGANIZATION MEETING will be held on Wednesday January 19, 2022.
INSTALLATION OF ELDERS AND DEACONS will be held on Sunday January 23, 2022 during Worship Service.
ZUMBA meets Mondays 6:00-7:00PM.  

GIRL SCOUTS Trp. 10728 meets 2nd & 4th Sun. 5:30-7PM; Trp.11300 meets 1 & 3 Mon.; Trp. 10740 meets 2nd & 4th Tues. 5:45-8PM; Trp. 11301 meets 2nd Thurs. 6-7:30PM; Trp. 11570 meets every other Friday 6-7:30PM.

History of Hymn “As with Gladness Men of Old”:

“As with Gladness Men of Old" is an Epiphany hymn, written by William Chatterton Dix on 6 January 1859 (Epiphany) while he was recovering from an extended illness and unable to attend that morning’s Epiphany service at church. Though considered by many as a Christmas carol, it is found in the Epiphany section of many hymnals and still used by many churches. The music was adapted by William Henry Monk in 1861 from a tune written by Conrad Kocher in 1838.The hymn is based on the visit of the Biblical magi in the Nativity of Jesus. As he read the Gospel of Matthew's account of Epiphany in The Bible, he was inspired and started to reflect on the text. He then started to write about his thoughts and did so for the whole day with the eventual result being "As with Gladness Men of Old". The editor of Hymns Ancient and Modern, William Henry Monk, adapted a tune by Stuttgart organist Conrad Kocher as the music for "As with Gladness Men of Old". The tune originally consisted of a 7.6.7.6.7.7.6 metre, but Monk removed the fifth phrase to create a more balanced tune. Dix personally did not like the tune, which was ironic as it was later titled "Dix" as a tribute to him. Despite Dix's opinion of it, the tune became popular and is used for the majority of performances of the hymn. The same melody is also used in the hymn "For the Beauty of the Earth", an example of what is often considered to be a seasonal hymn melody given to a more general hymn text for use in Ordinary Time. In 1871, the hymn was first published in the United States in the Episcopal Church of the United States' hymnal. It was later included in The Hymnal 1982 with amended lyrics for the fourth verse.
DEVOTIONALS: We encourage people to use daily devotionals. Free copies of “Our Daily Bread” are available that you may pick up or call us if you wish one sent to you. Pocket size (regular print) December, January, February 2021/2022, and (Large Print) January, February, March 2022 devotionals are available on top of cabinet at front door entrance.

Hymn: “As with Gladness Men of Old    (Page 163 Red Hymnal)
 (DIX) Public Domain  Conrad Kocher | William Chatterton Dix   

CCLI Song # 7005887 CCLI License # 2572107

Verse 1  As with gladness men of old
Did the guiding star behold
As with joy they hailed its light
Leading onward beaming bright
So most gracious Lord may we
Evermore be led to Thee
Verse 2  As with joyful steps they sped
To that lowly manger bed
There to bend the knee before
Him whom heav'n and earth adore
So may we with willing feet
Ever seek the mercy seat
Verse 3  As they offered gifts most rare
At that manger rude and bare
So may we with holy joy
Pure and free from sin's alloy
All our costliest treasures bring
Christ to Thee our heav’nly king
Verse 4  Holy Jesus every day
Keep us in the narrow way
And when earthly things are past
Bring our ransomed souls at last
Where they need no star to guide
Where no clouds Thy glory hide
Link for Hymn “As with Gladness Men of Old:

https://youtu.be/OlYMuT8fpJo?t=1 
              SERVICE CANCELLATION POLICY

 *********************************************************
If a service or activity has to be cancelled due to adverse weather conditions during the winter, please check the following TV stations - WHTM Channel 27 and WHP Channel 21 to see if Valleys appears on their cancellation display.

        **********************************************************
Hymn: “We Three Kings” (Page 166 Red Hymnal)
 (KINGS OF ORIENT)    Public Domain
 John Henry Hopkins Jr.
CCLI Song # 38002 CCLI License # 2572107
Verse 1  We three kings of Orient are
Bearing gifts we traverse afar
Field and fountain moor and mountain
Following yonder star
Chorus   O star of wonder star of night
Star with royal beauty bright
Westward leading still proceeding
Guide us to Thy perfect light
Verse 2   Born a King on Bethlehem's plain
Gold I bring to crown Him again
King forever ceasing never
Over us all to reign   Chorus  
Verse 3   Frankincense to offer have I
Incense owns a Deity nigh
Prayer and praising all men raising
Worship Him God on high    Chorus  
Verse 4   Myrrh is mine its bitter perfume
Breathes a life of gathering gloom
Sorrowing sighing bleeding dying
Sealed in the stone cold tomb   Chorus  
Verse 5   Glorious now behold Him arise
King and God and sacrifice
Alleluia alleluia
Earth to heav’n replies   Chorus  
       Link for Hymn “We Three Kings”:
https://youtu.be/Nq82nnq111M?t=1 
PLEASE TURN OFF CELL PHONES, PAGERS, ETC. during our In-person worship service.  Thank you for your cooperation.
Attendance: 
In-person worship for Dec. 26 was 29.
Face book views for Dec. 26 was 38.
In-person worship for Christmas Eve Dec. 24 was 74.
Face book views for Dec. 24 was ​66.
Face book views for Dec. 19 was 55.
GIANT GIFT CARDS may be purchased through church office.
MISSION OFFERING donations (January thru April) go to “Community Meals” (Please put it in weekly envelopes marked “Missions”.)

History of Hymn “We Three Kings”: “We Three Kings”, also known as “We Three Kings of Orient Are” or “The Quest of the Magi”, is a Christmas hymn penned by John Henry Hopkins Jr in 1857 based on the narrative of the journey of the magi in Matthew 2:1-12. He was born in Pittsburgh, PA in 1820 and died in 1891. At the time he wrote the hymn, Hopkins worked as a pastor of Christ Episcopal Church in Williamsport, PA. He composed the hymn for a Christmas pageant in New York City. This hymn depicts the journey of the three Kings, or wise men, who traveled to see newborn savior Jesus and famously brought gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh. It was first published in the author’s Carols, Hymns, and Songs (1863).United Methodist Hymnal editor Carlton R. Young makes an interesting observation: “Because the wealth of USA Appalachian and other folk carols was yet to be discovered, this carol for almost a century was regarded by hymnal editors as the sole USA contribution to the repertory of English language carols.” The imagery of the star is central to the Epiphany season and the narrative. The refrain focuses on the star and invites us to join the magi in following its light---“guide us to thy perfect light.”
The Valleys Evangelical Covenant Church
3682 Peters Mountain Road (Physical address), P. O. Box H (Mailing address), Halifax, PA  17032

Office: (717)-896-3118       Fax : (717)-896-9038        

                                           Email: valleysecc@verizon.net    Website: ValleysEcc.Org                                            Rev. David C. Guertin, Pastor
Weekly Devotional #1
 January 2, 2022  
    
“Journeying Towards Christ”                      Celebrating Epiphany
Take a minute or two for silent prayer to come before God.

Call to Worship:

L: We gather as a community of faith in God’s subversive world.

P: We gather to celebrate that no darkness can extinguish light,

L: to remember that love will always be more powerful than death,

P: and to trust that peace will always be stronger than violence.

L: We gather,

P: As people of faith in the light of God’s world.

L: Welcome to worship!

Invocation:

Lord of yesterday, today and tomorrow, we gather here this first Sunday of the New Year, in a mixture of hope, anticipation, fear, excitement, and expectation. We do not know what the year holds for us. there are things we are afraid of: worries about health and family, job security and finances. There is much to look forward to – weddings or anniversaries or baptisms, holidays to enjoy, friends to laugh with. Lord God, the coming year is full of uncertainty and hope. Whatever the year holds for us, though, we trust You, and we place every day of this year in your care knowing that, as in the past, You are with us, caring for us with constant love. And so Lord, we place ourselves into your keeping and dedicate our lives to your service through Jesus Christ, your Son, our Savior. Amen. 

Readings: *indicates sermon text
Old Testament: Isaiah 60:1-6
Responsive: Psalm 72:1-7, 10-14
New Testament: Ephesians 3:1-12
*Gospel: Matthew 2:1-12
Meditation:

“Journeying Towards Christ”

There’s a story of aliens from another world visiting our planet. The first people they meet are a group of farmers. The aliens are both excited and curious about these people. “So what have you learned on your planet?” The farmers launch into stories of technological advances focusing on radios, TV, computers, cell phones, and the like. “Oh, we’ve had those things for centuries.” The aliens were a little disappointed in not finding anything new. “Has anything extraordinary happened?” they asked hopefully. “Well, two thousand years ago there was this man, Jesus, who many believed to be God come to earth.” “Oh, wow! We know of Jesus, too! And what did you do?” The farmers couldn’t look them in the eye as they hemmed and hawed.  Eventually one of the farmers sheepishly said, “…well, we killed him.” 


How we understand Jesus, and what we do with that understanding is immensely important. In Matthew’s text for today we see two very different responses to the presence of Jesus in human history. King Herod responds with insecurity and fear born out of paranoia. He has killed many he believed were plotting to overthrow him, including several of his own sons. He fears this coming Messiah and orders all male children in Bethlehem who are 2 years old and younger to be killed. 


The second response is that of the Magi who come from the East, most likely Persia, in order to worship the newborn king. It’s the response of the magi on which I’d like to focus. Worship. Worship is to fall down before; to prostrate one’s self to someone of higher rank or station. They come to pay homage to a king who is not their own. Worship, for us, is the appropriate response to God’s divine self-revelation, not murderous paranoia. 


We don’t really know a lot about these magi. Most scholars believe that they were from the land of Persia, what is now modern day Iran. They most likely weren’t kings, but court astrologers, probably priests of the Zoroastrian religion, which was a precursor to Islam. They believed that significant events could be determined by observing the stars and planets. They believed in divine prophets coming to do God’s bidding. These people were educated and seekers of truth. We really don’t know how many came, but most likely it was an entourage of the magi and their servants. The idea that there were only three probably came about because of the three gifts offered: gold, frankincense, and myrrh. Their journey to Bethlehem most likely took around two years. These folks were committed to say the least.


Worship for these magi meant it was a long journey to find the newborn Son of God. It took a tremendous commitment of time, effort, and treasure. It wasn’t just a trip thrown together on a whim. Just imagine having to travel by caravan over desert, mountains, and wilderness. Imagine the provisions you would need. There wasn’t a Sam’s Club or Costco at nearby towns where they could resupply. The preparations must have been staggering. In other words, they were all in. Everything they had, everything they were, everything they hoped for was focused on coming to where the star led them so they could worship the Divine Child. It mean they were willing to risk failure just to bear witness to what God was doing. 


That begs the question of how are/do we approach worship of Jesus? The first thing to remember or realize is that worship involves a journey towards Christ in which we continually encounter him along the way. Worship, then, is not a place of arrival, but the journey itself. Think again of the journey of the magi and all the preparations that led to their journey to Christ. Imagine the many experiences they must have had on that two year journey that helped prepare them for their eventual encounter with Jesus. It’s easy to imagine that God was with them on that journey continually preparing them for the climactic moment of meeting Jesus.  


True worship of Jesus is far more than just a worship service. It’s far more than a one time event. Worship is a total commitment. Remember the great commandment; “you shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, soul, mind, and strength.” God wants all of our lives offered in loving submission to him. He wants our time, our talents, and our treasure. 


Worship also involves risk. It involves a willingness to risk reputation by looking ‘foolish’ in the world’s eyes. Worship involves running the risk of experiencing God’s presence, or what might feel like God’s absence. What if we come to worship to find God’s not there where we expect him? We run the risk of having our expectations of God unmet. Part of worship, then, involves our willingness to let go of our expectations of God so we might experience God as God really is. 


God’s breaking into our lives can do at least one of two things. God’s presence can trouble us to the point of fear and rejection of God. The Jewish priests and counselors King Herod consulted concerning the prophesies of the Messiah should have not just known what was said, but should have been actively looking to see how God was at work. Instead they pandered to the political power that Herod wielded. The priests, particularly influenced by Herod’s paranoia, rejected what God was doing.  

It took Gentiles, priests of an entirely different religion to see what God was really doing. Not because their beliefs were more theologically correct, but because they were humble enough to look and to seek and to follow God’s leading. Their attitude reflects the second way we might respond to God’s presence in our lives. God’s presence can draw us into a deep desire to know and see him in the person of Jesus firsthand. If we’re open to God in this way, if we want to respond to God’s offer of love, then we choose to organize our lives around Jesus and his teachings in acts of devoted worship. God’s presence is to comfort the afflicted and afflict the comfortable. 

May we find the grace and courage to embark on this journey of worship; a journey towards Jesus Christ. Amen. 

Prayers with the Lord’s Prayer: (sins; sinned)

We thank you God that you know what it is to be human. Fragile and vulnerable, searching for ways to stay alive in dangerous and complicated times. We thank you that you know the struggles and temptations of living in darkness. And we thank you that you give light to the world. We confess that sometimes it’s easier to stay in the shadows, where things can stay hidden, where people can’t see our cracks and flaws. We confess that we have at times brought darkness into the world by our anger, our selfishness, our violence. We confess that we are sometimes skeptical of light and find it easier to trust its absence. Cast your light on our darkness and forgive us, God of love. And in this silence, bring the confessions that are on your heart and mind, as well as the names of loved ones and friends who are in need of the light of God’s love.

[Silent Prayer for friends and loved ones, and community and world concerns)

We know in faith that God restores and renews, and that our sins are forgiven. Thanks be to God.

[The Lord’s Prayer].

Benediction: 

May the Lord bless and keep you. May the Lord shine his face upon you, and be gracious towards you. May the Lord lift up the light of his countenance upon you and grant you his peace, now and forever more. Amen.

Close with silent prayer for a minute or two. 
